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NSCS Reopening Plan Overview 
 
Considering information and guidance from the Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education (DESE), the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and the Department of 
Public Health for the state of Massachusetts (Mass.gov), the North Shore Christian School Board 
of Directors, Senior Administration Leadership Team (S.A.L.T.), along with our Reopen School 
Doors Task Force, believe that we can safely reopen our school doors for a full-time On-Campus 
Educational Delivery Option in September 2020.  This is a living document and should be treated 
as such.  NSCS will continue to review our protocols, and as updates are made available, they will 
be added to this document and necessary changes will be made accordingly.  In addition to this 
delivery option, NSCS will also provide a full-time, At-Home Learning Educational Delivery 
Option as well as continuing to offer our Home-to-School Connection Program (HTSC) both 
through our On-Campus and At-home Learning educational delivery options.  NSCS will also 
provide fee-based services with our Reading and Learning Specialists.  
 
Educational Delivery Options:  
 
 
 
  

On-Campus Learning  
Grades Preschool-8th (Tuition-based) 

 
NSCS will once again open our school doors this fall to 
receive students for On-Campus Learning.   We have 
already begun the process of preparing our campuses to 
be safe and welcoming spaces for our students to receive 
instruction in the classroom, in a near-normal model.   
 
The school day will run from approximately 7:30am-
2:30pm, until we are able to safely offer After School 
Care and Enrichment opportunities, and safely receive & 
dismiss students without as many staggered times.  
Students will remain in pods throughout the day, and will 
move in their cohort with the same children each day. 
 

At-Home Learning  
Grades K-8th (Tuition-based) 

 
As a response to the pandemic, NSCS has created a 
platform for our experienced faculty to provide children 
an excellent learning experience through remote At-
Home Learning. Working through a curriculum-driven, 
teacher-initiated, and parent-supported platform of 
remote learning, students will be engaged in grade-level 
content while remaining on a strong learning trajectory.   
Learning will take place from the comfort of your own 
home, with the option to join our On-Campus Learning at 
the close of each trimester throughout the 2020-21 
Academic Year. 

  

Additional Support Options  
Grades K-8th (Fee-based) 

 

Home-to-School Connection - NSCS will continue to offer our Home-to-School Connection program.  Parents will 
have the option to have their child participate in up to 3 Content Areas Monday-Thursday.  This option is available through 
both our On-Campus and At-Home Learning.   
 
Reading & Learning Specialist Services - If you are feeling that you would like to provide your child with additional 
learning support, NSCS will continue to offer our academic services!  Utilizing both certified Learning & Reading 
Specialists, parents can have their child tutored remotely and/or in person. 
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On-Campus Learning & On-Campus Home-to-School Connection Health & 
Safety Protocols 

 

 
General Health & 

Safety 
• Faculty & Staff will be trained in COVID-19 safety protocols. 
• Upon return to school, students will engage in lessons focused on hygiene 

including; proper hand-washing & hand sanitizer usage, social distancing 
practices, self-monitoring for COVID-19 symptoms (grade dependent), and 
wearing of masks (grade dependent).  

• Medical-grade, CDC-approved disinfectants will be used for deep cleaning of the 
campuses on a regular and ongoing basis, and throughout the school day as 
needed. 

• Students and Faculty & Staff will be encouraged to sanitize and/or wash hands 
frequently throughout the day, following best practices for handwashing.   

• Hand sanitizer will be made available throughout the buildings.   
• Sneeze guard, plexiglass desk protectors will be added to public reception spaces 

in the office areas.   
• Social distancing and safety signage will be added and visible throughout school 

facilities. 

On-Campus 

Pods/Clusters/Cohorts 
Definitions 

Pod is defined by NSCS as students who are self-contained in one classroom who remain 
together throughout the day without interacting with other individuals.   

Cluster is defined by NSCS as another pod or a select group of students from another 
classroom, who will spend time throughout the day together on a regular basis.   

Cohort is defined by NSCS to describe our Middle School arrangement, whereby all middle 
school students (5-8 Beverly Campus) and (6-8 Lynn Campus) will associate/interact/share 
same spaces with one another throughout the day, due to schedule and shared resources. 
Additionally, multiple grades in the early elementary and upper elementary may also travel in 
cohorts together.    For instance, Kindergarten, Grade 1 and Grade 2 could be considered a 
cohort, if data supports this combining of pods.     

Prolonged School Closure is defined by NSCS as more than 5 consecutive days 
whereby students are not allowed in-person and on-campus due to restrictions at the 
State level, or because of NSCS has made a decision to close the entire school or 
certain areas and/or grades of a particular campus due to COVID-19 related matters.  
During such times NSCS faculty will be prepared to transition to a remote At-Home 
Learning model. 
 
Remote At-Home Learning Model is defined by NSCS as a service of uninterrupted 
academic, and enrichment offerings, i.e. Music, Art, etc. made available remotely to all 
students in grades K-8 who were enrolled full-time or partial-time (HTSC) for On-
Campus Learning.  Classes will continue to be taught by students’ classroom teachers 
during a prolonged school closure, and until we can return to On-Campus Learning.  
*Please note, this does not apply to our Early Childhood students.   
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• Visitors to campuses will be limited to essential persons only.  Per recommended 
guidelines, parents/guardians will not be allowed inside school buildings without 
an appointment until further notice.   

• School entrances will be locked immediately after arrival times and remain 
locked throughout the day.  This will help to ensure effective management and 
safe screening of visitors. Visitors will continue to utilize the outdoor buzzer 
system located at the entry of our Lynn and Beverly Campus school buildings. 
The Hamilton Campus will continue to utilize calling the classroom directly for 
entry.   

• If a parent/guardian, or other visitors need to access one of our campuses, and it 
is not an emergency, they will need to gain the pre-approval of school personnel 
prior to arriving at the school and will complete a pre-screening survey prior to 
entering the building. 

• NSCS reserves the right to dismiss and/or prevent any individual who fails the 
health screening criteria from being admitted on campus. 

• Older students will be encouraged to use backpacks with items and materials 
needed for the day to minimize traveling to lockers.   

• The use of hallway lockers, hooks, and cubbies will be utilized following social 
distancing guidelines.    

Health Pre-Screening 
for Staff & Students 

• Parents/Guardians of students and staff will be required to self-screen daily before 
arriving at school. Anyone with a fever of 100.4 or higher should not come to school. 

• Students and staff should also prescreen themselves for any of the following 
symptoms prior to coming to school: 

o New temperature of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher when taken by mouth 
o Sore throat 
o New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (or, for students with 

a chronic allergic/asthmatic cough, a change in their cough from baseline) 
o Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain; or onset of severe headache, 

especially with a fever 
• If you suspect that your child may have symptoms of COVID-19, please make 

sure you contact the child’s health care provider immediately or for serious or 
life-threatening conditions go to your local emergency room or call 911.  

• Parents will be required to fill out an on-line daily screening/contact tracing 
questionnaire each day pertaining to the health of their child.  This form can be found 
here Daily Screening Form.  Students in grades 2 and above will also be required to 
participate in a daily screening/contact tracing questionnaire initiated by the teacher 
during attendance.  This practice will be reevaluated every six-weeks to assess if daily 
screenings continue to be necessary.   

• All Faculty & Staff, visitors, consultants, vendors, and volunteers will be required to 
complete a daily screening/contact tracing questionnaire. 

• Students and Faculty & Staff may have their temperature checked for 
verification, especially if they are feeling ill or suspected of having a fever 
during the school day. 

• Any Faculty & Staff who develop COVID-19 like symptoms will be sent home 
immediately and encouraged to consult with their health care provider for 
guidance.   
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• Students and Faculty & Staff will be required to report to an NSCS Office Manager 
if; a) they have come into close contact with an individual who has been lab-
confirmed with COVID-19.  Or; b) they themselves have COVID-19 like symptoms. 

• Students who develop any symptoms of illness will be monitored by a staff 
member in an isolated room.  Parents or guardians will be contacted for 
immediate pick-up of the student. Students should be picked up within 30 
minutes and no later than 1 hour from the time the campus contacted the 
student’s parent/guardian.  According to the assessment of the child’s health care 
provider a treatment plan will be determined and the student’s return to school 
plan will be discussed. 
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Protocols for Lab-
Confirmed Case of 

COVID-19 at School 

Responding to a Lab-Confirmed Case 

• If an individual who has been in a school is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19, the 
school will notify the local health department, in accordance with applicable federal, 
state and local laws and regulations, including confidentiality requirements of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Family Educational Rights and Privacy 
Act (FERPA).  

• We will close off areas that are heavily used by the individual with the lab-confirmed 
case (student, teacher, or staff) until the non-porous surfaces in those areas can be 
disinfected, (unless more than 3 days have already passed since that person was on 
campus, per state guidelines). 
 

Notification of a Lab-Confirmed Case 

• Consistent with school notification requirements for other communicable diseases, 
and consistent with legal confidentiality requirements, NSCS will notify all teachers, 
staff, and families of all students in a school if a lab-confirmed COVID-19 case is 
identified among students, teachers or staff who participate in any on-campus 
activities. 

Returning to a NSCS Campus after Recovering from a Lab-Confirmed or Suspected 
Case 
 

• Any individual - including Faculty & Staff, students, or other campus 
visitors/volunteers - who themselves; a) are lab-confirmed as having COVID-19. Or, 
b) are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, must stay at home throughout the 
infection period (approximately 2 weeks) and cannot return to the campus until they 
have received a negative COVID-19 test, if they were Lab-confirmed.  Or, after a 
two-week quarantine and are symptom free. 

• In the case of an individual who was diagnosed with COVID-19, the individual 
may return to school when all three of the following criteria are met: 

1. at least three days (72 hours) have passed since recovery (including no 
fever for 72 hours without the use of fever-reducing medications). 

2. the individual has improvement in symptoms (e.g. cough, shortness of 
breath); and 

3. at least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared. 

• In the case of an individual who has symptoms that could be COVID-19, and who is 
not evaluated by a medical professional or tested for COVID-19, such individual is 
assumed to have COVID-19, and the individual may not return to the campus until the 
individual has completed the same three-step set of criteria listed above. 

• If the individual has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and wants to return to school 
before completing the above stay-at-home period, the individual must either; a) obtain 
a medical professional's note clearing the individual for return based on an alternative 
diagnosis. Or; b) receive two separate confirmations at least 24 hours apart that they 
are free of COVID-19 via acute infection tests at an approved COVID-19 testing 
location found at  https://www.mass.gov/covid-19-testing     

• Individuals - including students, Faculty & Staff and other campus visitors/volunteers 
- who have had close contact with someone who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19, 
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COVID Isolation 
Space Procedures  

• Designated staff will be trained in COVID-19 safety protocols for students admitted 
to the COVID-19 Isolation Space. 

• Minor health needs will be handled in a designated area determined by the campus.  
NSCS will reserve the COVID-19 isolation space for students experiencing COVID-
19 symptoms. 

• Office Mangers will be trained to collect information from parents that report their 
child is sick with identified COVID-19 symptoms.   

• NSCS will follow up with the family to discuss the protocol to return to school. 
• A student who shows COVID-19 symptoms during the school day will be required to 

put on a face mask (if they have not had one in place), be separated from their peers 
and moved to the specific isolation space for medical-related isolation until they can 
be picked up by a parent or guardian.  

• This space will be cleaned and disinfected regularly.  
• Upon parent/guardian’s arrival they will call the school or ring the buzzer door.  The 

designated staff person will escort the student to their parent.  Parents will wait 
outside to receive their child.   

• Students who are moved to this space should be picked up within 30 minutes and no 
later than 1 hour from the time the campus contacted the student’s parent/guardian. 

• Each campus will have a COVID-19 Isolation Space that is designated for the 
purposes as stated above.  

 
 

as narrowly defined in this document and as determined by the appropriate public 
health agency, should stay at home through the 14-day incubation period and should 
not be allowed on any NSCS campus.  These individuals will participate in At-Home 
Learning during their quarantine period.  Or, one may obtain a negative COVID-19 
test and demonstrate proof of being COVID-19 free. 

Lunch  • Students in Early Childhood-5 Grades (Lynn Campus), Early Childhood-4 Grades 
(Beverly Campus), and Early Childhood (Hamilton Campus) will eat lunch in their 
classrooms.  Cohorts – Grades 6-8 (Lynn Campus) Grades 5-8 (Beverly Campus) will 
eat lunch in a designated area of the school. 

• Students will have the option to bring lunch to school in a lunch box or container and 
store it in the classroom to minimize travel in the hallway.  Microwaves will not be 
available to heat lunches.   

• Purchased lunch (Lynn & Beverly Campuses) will be delivered via contactless 
delivery by local restaurant vendors and all lunch orders will be individual wrapped 
with the students’ name for easy distribution.   
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Specials 
 

Music: 
• Music will be offered remotely, until at least the return from Thanksgiving Break.  

Classroom teachers will project pre-recorded Music lessons for students and assist in 
working through any content provided.   

• Music classes may include (grade dependent) Music Theory, Note Reading, 
Composition Study, Composer Studies, Music Appreciation, Instrument Appreciation, 
Rhythm, and the like.   

• Both Art and Music Specialists will collaborate with the Classroom Teachers, to ensure 
objectives and benchmarks are met.  

Art: 
• Similar to Music, Art will be offered remotely, until at least the return from 

Thanksgiving Break.  Classroom teachers will project pre-recorded Art lessons for 
students and assist in working through any content provided.   

• Both Art and Music Specialists will collaborate with the Classroom Teachers, to ensure 
objectives and benchmarks are met.  

 
Physical Education: 

• All classes will take place outdoors and adhere to social distancing guidelines.  When 
students are outside AND are able to maintain social distancing guidelines and remain 
at least 6-feet apart, masks will not be required.  Masks will be required as the students 
travel to and from PE. 

• During inclement weather, students will assemble indoors in either the MPR (Lynn 
Campus) or LPH/UPH (Beverly Campus) and students will be required to wear masks 
(grade dependent) unless social distancing of at least 6-feet is possible.   

• Outdoor PE will be non-contact. 
• When students are engaged in indoor PE, lessons will be non-contact and low 

movement in nature, and may include lessons on health, nutrition, calisthenics, and the 
like.  

Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) 

Masks (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-
guidance.html) 

• In accordance with local and state Board of Health and DESE (Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education), students Grade 1 and above will be required to 
wear a mask/face covering that completely covers the nose and mouth.  According to 
these governing bodies, children grade two and older are encouraged to wear a 
mask/face covering.  *Due to the arrangement of our grade clusters and historical 
programming at NSCS we have made the decision to require students in Grades 1 and 
above to wear masks.  On our Beverly Campus we have a Combined 1st & 2nd Grade, 
and so for obvious reasons this will provide consistent outcomes.  Due to the location of 
the 1st and 2nd Grade classrooms on our Lynn Campus, 1st & 2nd grades are in a natural 
cluster arrangement. 

• Students will be permitted to remove masks when physically distancing of 6-feet or 
more, when increased outdoor air circulation can be maintained.    

• All Students (Grade 1 and above), Faculty & Staff, parents/guardians, visitors (age 2 and 
above), vendors, etc. will be required to wear a mask while in the buildings and in the 
parking lots.  Once inside assigned classrooms, students in Early Childhood through 
Kindergarten may remove their masks.  ALL other individuals will be required to wear 
masks regardless of location/classroom.  

• Masks should NOT have a vent. 



 
 

 
NSCS 2020/21 Health & Safety Plans (Revised 8/6/20) School Reopening   

8 

 
Handwashing & 
Hand Sanitizers 

• Students and staff will be trained in proper hand washing protocols to aid in the 
prevention of COVID-19 and the spread of germs. 

• All students will be expected to wash their hands for 20 seconds at least two times each 
day, in addition, all students will be encouraged to wash hands after using the restroom 
and before eating. 

• Handwashing stations are available in restrooms, as well as some classrooms. 
• Hand sanitizer stations have been added in each classroom and commons areas. 
• All students and staff will be expected to use hand sanitizer when entering and exiting 

common areas.  
• Students may take their own personal-sized supply of hand sanitizer to school and may 

apply it at any time throughout the day.   
 

• Masks may be disposable and are considered one time use only.  These masks should be 
replaced daily.  Or, one may use reusable masks, at least a two-ply construction, and 
washed daily.   NSCS recommends that ALL students bring an extra mask to school 
each day.  All reusable masks must be washed daily.  Extra masks that are brought to 
school should be stored in a disposable paper bag and labeled with the student’s name 
on the outside of the bag and remain in the student’s backpack until needed.     

• NSCS will have disposable onetime-usage masks available if an individual requires one.  
• NSCS has purchased sufficient supply of PPE to be used on each campus for use as 

needed. 
• Face shields may be worn by students in replace of a mask ONLY if medically 

necessary and under physician’s order as an option for those students with medical, 
behavioral, or other challenges who are unable to wear masks/face coverings.  Shields 
are to be washed daily. 

• Transparent masks may be worn by teachers for instructional purposes.   
• Use of additional PPE may be optional based on type of tasks performed (e.g., teachers 

do not need to wear gloves while teaching but may need to during necessary contact 
with students, such as when providing physical support to student in need, helping with 
lunch or snack, opening a container, helping with a juice box, etc.) 

• Mask breaks will occur often throughout the day, and students will do so while adhering 
to at least a 6-foot social distancing measure.  Breaks will occur both inside the 
classroom and outside of the building.  When inside the classroom windows will remain 
open or an air filter may be used.   

Social Distancing 
Protocols 

• Students and Faculty & Staff will be trained in proper social distancing. 
• Signage will be provided on all our campuses to remind individuals to social distance in 

common spaces and hallways. 
• Social Distance processes are a personal responsibility of each individual attending 

school or coming into an NSCS facility. Anyone causing a disruption or unwilling to 
follow NSCS safety protocols, putting others at unnecessary risk may be asked to leave 
the premises immediately. 

• We understand that all students have different needs, but whenever possible throughout 
the day, students and Faculty & Staff will remain six feet apart. NOTE: it isn't always 
feasible for staff and students to maintain six feet of social distancing at all times, 
especially in classrooms, and especially if a child is in need of assistance, for example; 
falling at recess and need a Band-Aid and comfort, a teacher tying the shoelace of a 
younger student, etc.  
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Cleaning & 

Disinfectant Protocols 
• NSCS custodial employees have been trained in COVID-19 safety protocols. 
• Cleaning and disinfecting will occur each night in every classroom, restroom, common 

areas, and on high-touch surfaces. 
• Campuses will develop schedules and protocols for the use of common areas, including 

how to sanitize space between use.  
• Every classroom and office area will have disinfectant in a spray bottle with appropriate 

cleaning cloths provided for employees to use throughout the day on high-touch areas 
and surfaces. 

• Mid-day cleaning will be added to the daily cleaning regimen.   
• The state recommends that each campus provide students the opportunity to clean their 

own spaces before and after they are used in ways that are safe and developmentally 
appropriate. 

• Restrooms will undergo extensive cleaning each day utilizing Electrostatic Disinfectant 
Sprayers. 

 

• When needed, students will bring personal supplies from the classroom to avoid having 
to borrow, or have supplies passed to students. 

• NSCS will encourage a six-foot distance between individuals when feasible, and 
realistic. At the same time, a minimum physical distance of three-feet has been 
established when combined with the other measures outlined in this list of safety 
requirements. Because of the reduced susceptibility in children, and lower apparent 
rates of transmission, establishing a minimum physical distance of three-feet is 
informed by evidence and balances the lower risk of COVID-19 transmission and the 
overarching benefits of in-person and on-campus school. 

 

Early Childhood 
Classroom 

Arrangements & 
Daily Expectations  

Early Childhood Classroom 
 

• Classrooms will be set-up to reflect physically distancing recommendations.  By and 
large, the Early Childhood classrooms at NSCS are set-up to allow young children to 
explore their environment in small groups.  Going forward, to the degree possible, 
children will be encouraged to work in pairs, and will be reminded to social distance.   

• Children will be spaced at least three-feet from one another during circle using visuals to 
support their ability to respect personal space.  

• Children will be encouraged to move through their learning stations using classroom 
management systems, already in place.  Teachers will interact with their students, 
facilitating learning and meeting the children’s needs.  This may involve a teacher 
touching a child to provide assistance or care.   

• Classroom teachers and administrators will wear masks and other appropriate personal 
protective equipment when teaching and supporting young children’s toileting and other 
needs in the classroom.  Should a child fall, require first aid, or need to be comforted, 
teachers will provide the care and personal touch needed to reassure children and to 
support their physical and emotional well-being.    

• Teachers will provide students with individually labeled classroom supplies such as; 
crayons, markers, and curriculum related materials, i.e.; simple math counters. 

• During snack, lunch, and rest times teachers will spread students out to a greater 
distancing of 6-feet.   
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• Activities and toys that would naturally cause children to gather/bunch up, i.e. Lego 
table, sand/water table, large group building blocks, will be avoided the first several 
weeks of school and replaced by other equally age-appropriate activates such as 
individual ride-on toys that can easily be disinfected after each use, coloring pages, Play 
Dough (each child will have their own supply), etc.   

• While masks are not required in the classroom, parents may have their child wear one at 
their discretion.   

 
Daily Expectation 
 

• Drop-Off Times - Students will each have their own assigned cubbies or hooks, 
sufficiently spaced to observe recommended guidelines.  Students will be greeted each 
day and encouraged to engage in prescribed arrival activities that reduce the risk of 
students gathering/bunching together (see above). 

• Circle/Instructional Times – Students will be spaced apart and as part of the daily 
routines, students will learn how to respect one another’s space.  The use of 3-foot 
diameter hula hoops may be used to serve as a visual for what social distancing looks 
like.   

• Recess/Physical Activity Times – As much as weather permits, students will engage in 
outdoor activities, this may even include instructional times.  During these times students 
will be reminded of social distancing protocols.   

• Toileting – Students will continue to observe scheduled toileting bathroom breaks as well 
as access the toilet when needed.  The Teachers will assist students in placing a toilet seat 
protector on the seat.  Toilet seats will be cleaned and disinfected during rest and nap 
time.  

• Handwashing & Hand Sanitizer – Students will engage in prescribed times of hand 
hygiene throughout the day and will also be encouraged to clean hands any time they 
want.   

• Snack & Lunch Times – Students will seat staggered at tables, following recommended 
social distancing guidelines.  We encourage parents to send food in containers that are 
easily and independently opened by the students, to avoid cross-contamination.   

• Rest Time – Students will be assigned a washable nap mat that will be cleaned daily.  
• Learning Centers – Centers will reflect thematic units or will be instructional in nature.  

Teachers will seek to engage students in centers that reduce bunching but are equally as 
age-appropriate and stimulating.    
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Grades K-5 (Lynn 
Campus) & Grades 

K-4 (Beverly 
Campus) 

Classroom 
Arrangements & 

General Expectations  

• As is the case during any school year, the first six weeks of school involve orienting 
students to the routines of a new classroom or school year.  This year is not any different, 
albeit additional routines and lessons will be taught and reviewed regularly as they relate to 
COVID-19.   

• To begin the year, each Pod (classroom) will be self-contained.  This simply means that as 
much as possible, aside from outdoor activities, students will remain in their classrooms.  
This includes lunch periods, Specials (with the exception of PE), and Chapel.   When data 
suggests it is appropriate to move about the building for lunch, Specials, or other activities, 
classroom pods will begin to do so. 

• Additionally, as data supports, NSCS will move in the direction of establishing pair clusters, 
which allow for a more enriched student experience.  The desire is for the K-2 pods to 
become clusters (Lynn & Beverly Campuses), Grades 3 & 4 on our Beverly Campus will 
already be a cluster, and Grades 3-5 (Lynn Campus) will become a cluster.   

• Classrooms will be set-up to reflect physical distancing guidelines as recommended by the 
CDC and other governing health agencies.   

• Students and teachers will be required to wear masks when moving around the building.  
When in the classroom, and at a minimum of six-feet, in a controlled setting and at 
prescribed times, students will have mask breaks.  However, any student throughout the day 
who request a mask break will receive one.   

• If physical distancing measures allow for at least 6 feet, and outdoor air circulation is 
increased, students will be permitted to remove their masks while at their desks.  All 
students will be required to adhere to physical distancing guidelines of at least 6-feet when 
eating, drinking, and when their mask is removed for mask breaks.   

• Students will continue to engage in small groups throughout the day, such as reading 
groups, project-based group activities, etc. During these times masks will be required. 

• Students in Kindergarten will be required to wear masks when entering and existing school 
buildings, and when traveling anywhere outside of their classroom and while in the school 
buildings 

Grades 6-8 (Lynn 
campus) & 
Grades 5-8 

(Beverly 
Campus) 

Classroom 
Arrangements & 
General Design 

 

• Students in Grades 5-8 on our Beverly Campus, and Grades 6-8 on our Lynn Campus, will 
begin the school year as a Cohort.    

• Classrooms will be set-up to reflect physical distancing guidelines as recommended by the 
CDC and other governing health agencies.   

• Students will engage in and review lessons on hygiene, physical distancing expectations and 
requirements, hallway traffic, locker use, lunch, recess, as well as other pertinent lessons 
related to the start of school classroom and cohort routines.   

• Classrooms will be set-up to reflect physical distancing guidelines as recommended by the 
CDC and other governing health agencies.   

• Students and teachers will be required to wear masks when moving around the building.  
When in the classroom, and at a minimum of six-feet, in a controlled setting and at 
prescribed times, students will have mask breaks.  However, any student throughout the day 
who request a mask break will receive one.   

• If physical distancing measures allow for at least 6 feet, and outdoor air circulation is 
increased, students will be permitted to remove their masks while at their desks.  All 
students will be required to adhere to physical distancing guidelines of at least 6-feet when 
eating, drinking, and when their mask is removed for mask breaks.   

• Students will continue to engage in small groups throughout the day, such as reading 
groups, project-based group activities, etc. During these times masks will be required. 
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Drop-Off & Pick-Up 
Procedures 

 

In an attempt to minimize cross-contamination, and to heighten social distancing efforts NSCS will 
have both staggered Drop-off and Pick-up times.  We will re-evaluate this procedure six weeks 
after school begins and make necessary changes at that time.  
 
A weekly schedule will be posted via the All-School Newsletter, explaining the staggered Drop-
Off and Pick-Up times weekly. 
 
Families with multiple children in multiple grades will always drop-off and pick-up using the 
earlier time for drop-off and the later time for pick-up.  Siblings will be allowed to enter their 
classrooms before their designated drop-off time if they have a sibling that was required to be 
dropped off at the earlier time.  The same is true for pick-up times.  If a student has a sibling who 
is dismissed at the later time, they may wait in their classroom until that time.  For instance, if you 
have a child in preschool with an arrival time of 8:00am and a second child in Grade 3 with an 
arrival time of 7:45am, plan to arrive at 7:45am.   
 
Those seeking exceptions or who may be in need of a change in time, must notify the Office 
Manager. 
 
Parents/Guardians will NOT be allowed in the buildings for the first several weeks as we assess the 
process of drop-off and pick-up.  A staff member will receive your child and assure that they get to 
their appropriate classroom.   
 

Beverly Campus: 

General Information 

• All students will use the main entrance of the building (double green doors facing 
Conant Street) for both Drop-Off and Pick-Up times.   

• A staff member will be by the main doors ready to receive students and ensure that 
they make it safely to their classroom.   

• Dismissal may take place outside, whereby a pick-up pull-in procedure is in place.  
Detailed information will be forthcoming.   

 
Staggered Drop-Off Times 

• Early Childhood:  8:10am - 8:25am 
• Kindergarten - Grade 2:  7:55am - 8:05am   
• Grades 3 & 4:  7:45am - 7:55am  
• Grades 5-8:  7:35am-7:45am 

 

Students will be expected to use hand sanitizer or wash their hands immediately upon 
entering the building. 

 
Staggered Pick-Up Times 

*Detailed information will be sent home prior to the start of school. 
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Lynn Campus: 
 
General Information  
 

• Early Childhood and Kindergarten students will enter the building using the front main 
entrance of the building.  

• Grades 1-5 will be dropped-off using the direct exterior access doors to their 
classrooms.  Cars will pull up to the designated classroom door and allow students to 
safely to exit their car.  During designated Drop-off times students will be received by 
their classroom teacher.   

• Middle school students will enter the building using the Science classroom exterior 
door.    

 

* Parents, please ensure your child is inside their classroom before you leave. 

Staggered Drop-Off Times 

• Early Childhood - Grade 2: 7:55am- 8:05am  
• Grades 3 & 4: 7:45am - 7:55am 
• Grades 5-8: 7:35am - 7:45am 

Students will be expected to use hand sanitizer or wash their hands immediately upon 
entering the building. 

Staggered Pick-Up Times 

• Early Childhood - Grade 2: 2:05pm - 2:15pm 
• Grades 3 & 4: 2:15pm - 2:25pm 
• Grades 5-8: 2:25pm - 2:30pm 

Pick-up Procedures 

• Dismissal will be staggered and done via using the carpool lanes.  During scheduled 
pick-up times, parents will pull into the school lot following the traffic patterns to 
drive around the building. 

• Families will receive a carpool placard.  This placard should be displayed and visible 
on the passenger side window of your car.   

• Children will be dismissed via the main front door of the building.  For this reason, 
again, it is important to adhere to the designated staggered pick-up times to maintain 
recommended physically distancing guidelines in the building and as students are 
dismissed.    

• Children will remain in their classrooms until they are called for dismissal.    
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Hamilton Campus 

• Hamilton Campus may Drop-Off between 7:45-8:15am 
• Pick-up promptly by 2:30pm 
• Please drop-off and pick-up via exterior classroom door.   

Students will be expected to use hand sanitizer or wash their hands immediately upon 
entering the building. 

 

General Assumptions 
Across All Campuses 

The CDC says a single case of Covid-19 would not, in most cases, warrant closing an entire 
school.  NSCS is committed to keeping our students, families, and staff safe.  We hope this 
additional information, in the form of Q & A, will prove helpful, as we navigate this pandemic 
together.   
 
What are symptoms of COVID-19? 
 
The symptoms include: 
 

• Fever (100.4° Fahrenheit or higher), chills, or shaking chills 
• Cough (not due to other known cause, such as chronic cough) 
• Difficulty breathing or shortness of breath 
• New loss of taste or smell 
• Sore throat 
• Headache when in combination with other symptoms 
• Muscle aches or body aches 
• Nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea 
• Fatigue, when in combination with other symptoms 
• Nasal congestion or runny nose (not due to other known causes, such as allergies) when in 

combination with other symptoms 
 
 

Where can my child get tested? 
 
A list of test sites is available here, and Massachusetts also has an interactive testing map. 
Additionally, every school should maintain a list of available testing sites. 
 
Will COVID-19 testing be offered in school? 
As of now, it’s not recommended by state education officials. Students and staff should discuss 
testing with their health care providers. 
 
A student is tested and the results come back negative for COVID-19. When can they return 
to school? 
The student can return to school once they are asymptomatic for at least 24 hours. 
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What if my child is symptomatic but I cannot get them tested? 
State guidance tells parents to have their child remain home in self-isolation for 14 days from 
when symptom(s) first presented. 
 
What if a student is symptomatic at school? 
If they exhibit symptoms, they will be placed in the designated COVID-19 isolation waiting room 
to be picked up by their parent or guardian. 
 
What if a staffer is symptomatic at school? 
If an NSCS staff develops symptoms of COVID-19 during the day, they must immediately go 
home and follow testing protocols.  If their test returns negative, they must stay home until they 
are asymptomatic for 24 hours. 
 
If their test returns positive, they must remain at home. Notify the school of the results, the local 
board of health and people with whom the staffer has been in close contact with recently and self-
isolate for two weeks. 
 
A family member or another person my child was in close contact with tested positive. What 
should I do? 
If the child was at home when their parent or guardian learned of the possible exposure, they 
should be kept at home and be tested four to five days after their most recent exposure to the 
person. 
 
After being tested, they should follow the above-outlined protocols for if they test negative, 
positive or are not tested. 
 
How will a school respond to a student or staff member testing positive for COVID-19? 
The school will determine when the last time the student or staff member was on school grounds 
two days prior to the onset of symptoms - or testing if they were asymptomatic. The school must 
close off areas visited by the positive student or staff member so areas can be cleaned and 
disinfected prior to reopening. 
 
For elementary school: Communication will be sent to other families in the student’s class to 
notify them of a positive test without naming the person. Those of whom were within six-feet of 
the student or staff member will be urged to self-quarantine and be tested four to five days after 
their last exposure to the person. If they choose not to be tested, they must remain home for 14 
days. 

 
For middle students: As students in upper grades shift between classrooms more, the school will 
contact staff members and families of students in classes throughout the student’s scheduled day. 
 
Students who were within six-feet of the individual in class will be urged to self-quarantine and be 
tested four to five days after their last exposure to the person. If these students choose not to be 
tested, then they must remain home for 14 days. 
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Multiple students and/or staff members test positive. Will the school close? 
“If there is more than one confirmed COVID-19 case (students or staff) in the school at one time, 
or if there is a series of single cases in a short time span, school administration will work with the 
local board of health to determine if it is likely that there is transmission happening in school.” 
This is in accordance to state guidance. 
 
When there is in-school transmission beyond a single classroom or cohort, school administration 
may close part of the school or the entire school for several days for an extensive cleaning - likely 
one to three days - or close the school fully or partially for two-weeks to allow for a school-wide 
quarantine period. 
 
If a school decides to close, it will immediately transition to At-Home Learning. 
 
My community is seeing a growing number of COVID-19 cases. Will the schools close? 
In the case of a significant municipal outbreak, as determined by the local board of health or DPH, 
the school administration will consider the data and consult with the local board of health to 
determine whether it is appropriate to close school.  
 
 

*Information obtained through MAss Live and CDC 
 


